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To all the numerous Off- 
ſpring of APOLLO ; whether 
Dogmatical Sons of Art, or Empi- 
rical By-blows. 


To all Pharmaceutict Reſidentiaries in 
Town or City: Alſo to all ſtroll- 
ing Practitioners and Impoſtors. 


GENTLEMEN, 


F this LETTER ſhall happen in 

any Meaſure to ſpoil your Trade, 
Heaven make me thankful : For well I 
know, that yours is the very Trade of 
two famous Princes, that have (by one 
Method or other) rid out of the Way 
very great Numbers of Men. 


A Malefactor 


ii DEDICATION. 


A Malefattor condemn'd to die, ought 
to be free from all Manner of Inſults as 
he goes to Execution. I know it; and 
therefore do not dedicate this LETTER 
zo you by Way of Infult ; but friendly 
to mind you, That fince your unrigh- 
teous Trade is broke, or breaking, you 
would timely bethink yourſeldes wht 
honeſt Employment you may be fi for. 
If you'll take my Advi ice, you tall tra- 
vel For to your Sorrow, you have 
known an overgrown Farrier from a= 
broad, make a great Doctor in tuglind. 
hy ſhould not you make as good Far- 
riers abroad, as they do Doctors here? 


This is certain, like true Farriers, 
you have preſcribed to many a weak 
Man a Medicine for a Horſe. 


So then for the Materia Medica, 
"tis the ſame. Nothing will be trouble- 
ſome and uneaſy to pa, & 


your new Pro- 


feſſion, 
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feſſion, but that you ſhall never get as g 


much by practiſing on the Spavin as the 
Gout : But you muſt be content with 
leſs Earnings. What | you can't in 
Conſcience expect as much for killing a 
Horſe, as a Man. 


To this Change of your Profeſſion, nos 
only the Diſcovery of the Frauds and 
Dangers thereof, but alſo the Name of 
your Great Patron Hippocrates invites. 
What are You more than He? Come, 
come, vc v'ua v, yaw ueruuerlan, Change 
Name and Profeſſion : Better a Murrain 
among Horſes, than a Plague among 
Men. 


Having thus obliged you, Gentle- 
men, in an Epiſtle Dedicatory, by 
minding you of the imminent Decay of 
your Practice upon Human Bodies, and 
teaching you how to make the beſt of a 
bad Martet, by trying Experiments up- 
on Horſe-fleſh ; I hope you will make 


Ne 
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me that grateful Return, as to prevent 
the Obligation I confer on you from turn- 
ing to my Prejudice. 


Therefore if any Gouty Perſon that 
may happen to malign you, ſhall object 
againſt me, and ſay, ] had better have 
made a Forlorn Regiment of you, and 
ſent you to have been knock'd o'th Head 
in Flanders, than given you a Licence 
to kill Horſes ; Remember to ſay this 
for yourſelves and your Benefactor 
That when the Devils were ejected 
out of Human Bodies, they were 
ſuffer d to enter into Swine. 
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UPON THE 


Firſt Fit of the Gout. 


Won, thou friendly Meſt of Four- 
| [ ſcore ! 
Thou that alone haſt got the Sov'reign Pow's 
Tattend the Rich, unenvy'd by the Poor ! 
Thou that doſt ſculapius deride, 
And o'er his Gallipots in Triumph ftride ! 
Thou that art us d t'attend the Royal Throne, 
And underprop the Head that wears a Crown : 
Thou that doſt oft in Privy Council wait, 
And guard from dozy Sleep the Eyes of State: 
Thou that doſt oft in pamper'd Prelate's Toe 
Emphatically urge the Pains below :- 
Thou that upon the Bench art ſeated high, 
And warn'ſt the Judges how they tread awry. 
Thou that art always Half the Czy's Grace, 
And add'ſt to folemn Noddle folemn Pace. 
Thou that art us'd to fit on Lady's Knee, 
To feed on Jellies, and to drink cold Tea - 
Thou that from Velvet Slippers ne er art free: 
Whence is this unſought Honour unto me ? 
Whence can this mighty Condeſcenſion flow, 
To viſit my poor Tabernacle >? —— Oh 
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Invs Jobe vouchſaſes on Ida's Hill to fit, 
At poor Pulemon's Cott, to take a Bit: 
Pleas'd with his poor but hoſpitable Feat, 
Fove bad him aſk, — and granted his Requeſt. 
So do Thou grant (for Thou'rt of Race Divine, 
Begot of Venus by the God of Wine) 

My humble Suit, Either to give me Store 
To entertain thee, or ne er fee me more. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HIS Piece ( as appears from many 
Paſſages in it) wwas Torote towards the 
Beginning of the Reign of King W1LU1AM, 
The Author is ſince Dead. 
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ung a night Senſe 


pence, 
pects, and 
| for Favours to 
| tend, A = bo. 
ſhould 1 make Words and Pheaſe pon 
| ban mg dy ye; od cond, 
you have us'd me fo of late, that you | 


tempt me to think, you are going to put 


as much deſpite into one Scale, as 
put Obligation into the other. Why, Sir ! 
d that | pour Werlks, not ha- 
Things, nor the Fear 
B 2 of 
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of God before your Eyes, ſhould, to the 
Diſgrace of your own Virtue, give your 


Tongue the Liberty, in an open Coffee- 
houſe, to ſpeak ill of the Gowt. Of the 
Gortt, Sir! which, if you look on as a 
Diſeaſe, you ought to welcome as the moſt 
uſeful and neceſſary Thing that could have 
happen'd to you. But if you conſider as 
becomes you, then, with me, you muſt 
reverence it as a Power Divine ; 


On whoſe ſacred internodial Altars, I 
Each Spring and Fall at leaſt will ſacrifice 
Morbifick, painful Loads of Matter tararous, 


With Recrements of nervous Juice impreg- 
(nate. 


WovLD you yourſelf, Sir, patiently en- 
dure the Honour of our Great Maſter, our 
Rightful and Lawful King, to be con- 
temptuouſly reflected on, by cer a Recre- 
ant Piece of conſcientious Prieſtcraft that 
infeſts the Town 2 Then why ſhould not 
de concerned for the Honour of my 
great Maſter, the Got; who claims not, 
tis true, the Power he exerciſes over me 
by any Hereditary Pretence, but from an 
Origin altogether as ſacred and indiſputa- 
ble, viz. ſome voluntary Acts and Deeds 
of my own ? 


YET 


* 
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YET you could ſay, That when the 
Almighty God had, out of rude Chaos, 
built this goodly Frame of Nature, which 
we ſee, and form'd his Noble Creature, 
Man ; he indulged the Devil to create 
ſome one Thing ; and his damn'd Envy 
gave Being to the Gout. Now I am con- 


- tident, Sir, and have great Authorities for 


it, that if the Devil ever created any Thing, 
it was the Doclor; of whom ſince you 
have made fo much Uſe, I know not but 
it may be rationally inferr'd, that you have 
dealt with the Devil. 


THE Got, Sir, whether you know it 
or no, was poſtnate to the Creation, and 
younger ſomething than the Fall of Man; 
who having incurr'd the Sentence of 
Death, the friendly Gout was ſent in Mer- 


cy down from Heaven, to lengthen waſt- 


ing Life. By my Conſent, you ſhould 
never have the Gont, who have no more 
Conſideration in you than to blaſpheme it. 

DE” of 


I ALWAYS took your Worſhip for 5 
Perſon the moſt accompliſh'd our City has 
ever bred. I imagin'd that you thoroughly 
underſtood moſt Things : But it could ne- 
ver enter into my Head, that you ſhould 
fall into ſo prophane an Error as to think, 
into ſo raſh a Practice as to ſpeak ill * the 
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Gout. But becauſe my Soul has been full 
of humble Deference to your Worſhip, I 
will be at ſome Pains to recover you to 
your right Mind, and a due Veneration of 
that friendly Demon, the Gott. For tho 
you may value yourſelf, and reckon that 
no girding Satyriſt can take up the old Pro- 
verb againſt you, and ſay, That yor are 
afraid of your Friends, when there are none 
near you ;, yet, what is worſe, they may 
reproach you with this diſgraceful 'Truth ; 
Ton are afraid of your beſt Friend, when 
he kiſſes your very Feet. 


Now, upon this Subject having no need 
to uſe the inveigling Arts of Oratory ; I 
ſhall not, with Tropes and Metaphors, with 
Flouriſhes and Amuſements of inſinuating 
Words, ſeek 5 divert your Mind, and 
cheat r Judgment ; but to make m 
Work * — and do it effectually, 
preſs you with plain Demonſtration. 


Your Error, Sir, was this; That the 
Devil created the Got. I prove he did 
not. 


You know, Sir, that the Man of Sin, 
the San of Perdition, beſt known 5 the 
Name of Antichriſt, is the Pope. You muſt 
not doubt of thus ; * 
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that excellent Prelate, Archbiſhop Land, 
the whole Stream of Proteſtant Interpreters 
gave it ſo. A learned Chaplain of his has 
put that CharaQer upon the Grand Signior - 
And a famous Annotator has taught our 
Church to ſplit Antichriſt into Simon Magus, 
and his Gnoſtick Followers. 
I MUST confeſs, I have a Sort of a Re- 
ſpet to theſe Authorities: But the Body 
of modern Diſſenters, and the general A- 
greement of Interpreters, Whig and Tory, 
in the Age before, weighs them down. 
Take in then the Lay-Mobility of the Na- 
tion, (who ſhould know ſomething, but 
are confident of nothing more, than that 
Antichriſt is the Pope) and your Worthip 
will agree 1t with me, that that's the plain 
Truth of the Matter. 


By the Way, I will obſerve one Thing ; 
which will not trouble my Demonſtration, 
but let your Worſhip fee, how ready I am 


to allow you in your Speculation all that 
can reaſonably be deſir d. 


A CELEBRATED Author notes, That 
the Ancients deſcribed Antichriſt by the 
Phraſe of 7emriraS Salas, the Firſt-born of 
the Devil. Suppoſing now that the Devil 
created ſomething, as you contend ; you 
ſee, it could not be the Gor : At leaſt, not 


if 
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if you'll be judg'd by the F athers ; but 
rather Antichriſt, or the Pope. 


I DESIRE your Worſhip to conſider 


next, That you ſhall not read in Plating, 
Ompbrius, or any later Antichriſtian Bio- 
grapher, that ever fœtid Toe of Pope was 
viſited with bencticial Gon. But had fo 
great a Bleſſing been created by the Devil, 
as you fondly imagine, the Devil had for 
certain beſtow'd it on his Firſt-born, the 
Pope: Nay, and then too, inſtead of the 
filthy Scrutiny through the Porphiry Chair, 
for old and waſted Teſticles, the Deacon 
had only pull'd off the Stocking of the E- 
le& ; and the ratificatory Report had been, 
Domanus noſter Papa habet Podagram. 


IN ſhort, Sir, Antichriſt, or the Pope, 
(for they are one and the fame Firſt-born 
of the Devil, according to the Ancients) 
being never favour'd with the Gor, it is 
plain that the Devil did not create it, 
die tes Jag ; which was the Thing to be 
demonſtrated. 


HAvIN thus, Sir, utterly confound- 
ed your Error; my next Labour ſhall be, 
to inſtruct you in a ſounder Perſuaſion. 
The Got was ſent in Mercy down from 


Heaven, to lengthen waſting Life. 
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THE Seat of this friendly Demon, by 
whom every afflicted Man receives a Thou- 
{and times more Benefit, than ever Socrates 
by his ; his Seat, I fay, is in the nervous 
Parts: He commonly viſits the Internodis 
of the Bones of the Feet ; ſometimes the 
Hip, the Knee, the Elbow, Shoulder, Wriſt, 


and Ankle. But to prove its Divine Ori- 


giral, I will proceed methodically, and 
om his loweſt Commendations, aſcend by 
Six juſt Steps or Degrees, till I have rais'd 
him above the Stars, and enter'd him a- 
mong the Celeſtial Spirits: To whom, Sir, 
you will then be tempted to offer up your 
Oraiſons in the preſcribed Form, at the 
End of an old Manuſcript Miſſal, commu- 
nicated to me by a learned Antiquary, a 

eat Collector of thoſe Rarities. The 


orm this: 


© BLESSED Gort ; moſt deſirable Gout; 

© Sovereign Antidote of murdering Mala- 
dies; powerful Corrector of Intempe- 
* rance ; deign to viſit me with thy pur- 
* ging Fires, and throw off the tophous In- 
* jury which I may have ſufter'd by Wine 
and Wit, too hard for the Virtuc of a 
* Devotee upon a Holy Feſtival : But fail 
not thy humble Supplicant, who necds 
* thy fricndly Help, to keep his tottering 
C * Tenement 
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* Tenement in Order : Fail him not, every 
* Vernal and Autumnal £quinox. 


I KXxow ſome preciſe Doctors are a- 
ainſt all Invocation of Saints : At preſent 
I ſhall not diſpute with them ; but they 
muſt grant me, that there's more to be ſaid 
in Juſtification of ſuch a Prayer to. the 
Gout, than can be ſaid for the Offices di- 
rected to any other Saints, not excepting 
the Virgin. For I defy their Worſhippers 
to prove, That there has been the Tythe 
of ſo much Good done by them all, as I 
ſhall prove has been done by the beneficial 
Gortt. Y 


I BEGIN at the loweſt Step, and note, 


FIRST, The Gout gives 4 Man 
Pain without Danger. 


[T 1s poſlible, I confeſs, that a Sick Man, 
if he were directly ask'd to declare his 
Senſe of the Matter, might refuſe to ac- 
knowledge the Benefit of Pain reithort Dan- 
ger; for Sickneſs and Peeviſhneſs common- 
ly go together: But mind his Diſcourſe at 
another lime, when he talks from the 
Heart, and is not upon his Guard : Then, 


O then, 
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O then, Pain withour Danger is a bleſſed 
Thing. 


Fo Inſtance : Suffering under 
a painful threatning Diſtemper; What's 
his firſt Queſtion to the Phyſician, but 
this > Doctor, Pray be plain with me, 
and let me truly know what | am to ex- 
* pet. Don't flatter a Sick Man; but tell 
me, Am I like to recover, or no? That 
Pain, you ſee, which he ſuffers, does not 


at all trouble him : He's only afraid he 


ſhall die. Secure him againſt that Danger, 
and all is well with him. Cut, flaſh, burn; 


no Pain is 2 if it promiſe to ſet us 
out of the Danger of Death. 


WHEN the other Doctor comes; the 
Phyſician of the Soul, I mean, whoſe 
Coming bodes no good to the Body: He 
tells the Decumbent a long Story of the 
Pains and Miſery of Life, in order to 
make his Nunc dimittis go down the caſier. 
But that Method ſeldom takes; for not One 
of a Hundred is ſo bad, but he's content to 
live, and pur the reſt to the Venture. 


THE Fear of Death is generally more 
grievous, then all the cruel Pains of a 
wretched Life. But ſince we muſt have 

C 2 Pain 
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Pain while we live, give me the Pain of the 
Gont, which has no Danger attending. 


HERE ſome malevolent 8 
importunely object, Did never any die 
of the Gout? To this I anſwer. 


1. I HAVE not yet affirm'd, That the 
Gout can make a Man immortal: Tho' I 
will boldly ſay thus much; It very often 
keeps a Man alive, till all his Friends are 
weary of him. 


BUT, 2. Should I venture to ſay, that 
the Gout has in itſelf the Power to make a 
Man immortal, it ought not to ſeem ſo 
very ſtrange, all Things being conſider d. 
If that be true, which ſome Authors write 
of the Noble Paracelſus, he had the Secret 
to make a Man immortal; and I would 
not ſay he ly'd, tho' himſelf dy'd about 
Forty : For perhaps he did not like his 
Company : But it muſt have been by way 
of his Diſcovery, to give any Man the Gout 
when he pleaſed. In that I am poſitive. 


HERE the Objector will ſcornfully put 
me in mind, That Gouty Perſons ſcape 
Death no more than other Men: Which is 
very true; but that's becauſe Men are 
Fool, and don't know when they * 
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They muſt be curing the Gout, forſooth ; 
and to that End they deal with the Doctor, 
2. e. with the Factor of Death, the Emiſſary 
of Hell, the Purveyor of the Grave: 
Damn'd Alchymiſt, good at Calcining no- 
thing, but Living Bodies into Duſt and 
Aſhes. 


LET every one bear his own Burthen : 
The Gert has nothing to do with the Car- 
nage of the Doctor. 


ALL that can be rationally ſaid againſt 
the Gout, is, That it does not actually pre- 
ſerve Men, in Spite of their own Folly, 
and the Doctor's Ignorance. And yet there 
is the Right Honourable Sir R. H. the Gout 
is ſo ſalutary to him, that thoſe two Streſs 
Doctors can't diſpatch him. What would 
a certain Lord give, that thoſe two coagu- 
lating Spirits could remove his Honour's 
Gout ? But ſay I, Gort, hold thy on; for 
Earth has more need of the Cripple, than 
Heaven of the Saint. 


AND now, vir, let me tell you a Story ; 
the famous Willis ſhall be my Voucher, 
who diſſected the Body of the Reverend, 
— = 1 Dr. kill'd 
purely by his Friend; who unhappil 
taught him a Medicine to cure the 2 
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upon the Succeſs of that Medicine, the 
Doctor's old Nephretick Pains return'd, and 
in a Fortnight diſpatch'd him. 


THEREFORE for your own, for your 
Lady's, and for your Childrens Sake, Sir, 
welcome the Gort to your Houſe; and 
ſnut all your Doors againſt the Phyſicians : 


{Il warrant you for upwards a Hundred. 


LoRD ! how glad ſhall I be, to fee em 
pick Chalk-ftones out of your Worſhip's 
Feet, ſome Forty or Fifty Years hence 
By that Time, you'll have learned ſo much 
Patience, as never to roar for the Matter. 
But if you do roar, for that may be then as 
you ow yourſelf now] they that look on, 
if they love Life, will envy, not pity you. 


INDEED, you are already a fit Object 
for the Envy of thinking Men; for I have 
heard you confeſs that yours is an Heredi- 
tary Gort, and that's for the better. An 
Hereditary Gore is a far greater Happineſs 
than an aequir'd one. What a deal of In- 
temperance, and amorous Exceſſes, might 
it have coſt your Worſhip, to have got the 
Gout before Forty ; whereas now you have 
the mighty Bleſſing for nothing, Sorte naſ- 
c2ndi? It is your Birth-Right, Sir: Never 
think of parting with it. 

| PERHAPS 
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PERHAPS you may be now tempted to 


ask me, How I acquir'd my Gont ? I ſhall 
not be ſhy to ſatisfy your Curioſity, for I 


came by 1t honeſtly. 


WE Scholars have a Way by ourſelves to 
come at the Bleſſing, without ever being 
beholden to the God that chears the genteel 
Candidate of the Gout by Day, or the God- 


deſs that entertains him on Nights. We 


lead ſedentary Lives; feed heartily ; drink 
tant um fecit but ſleep immoderately: 
that the Superfluities of our ſober and 


| grave Fulneſs not exhaling, we very honeſt- 


ly prepare tartarous Matter for the Gor, 
for the beneficial Gout, which gives us 
Pain without Danger. 


ASCEND we now the next Step; which 
advances the Honour of the Gorr. 


2. THE Gout is no conſtant Companion; 
but allows his Patients lucid, Jozons Inter- 
vals. 


HUMAN Nature is ſo fram'd, that no 
one Thing 1s agreeable to it 2 , there- 
fore it is well for us that the World is fo 
full of Changes, The Earth we tread on, 
the Seas we ſail on, the Air we breath in, 
the Starry Firmament expanded mans 
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have their continual Viciſſitudes which all 
make for our Advantage and Delight. 


THE Body of Man is a true Microcoſm 
in this Reſpect, for it never continues in one 
Condition : And upon the fame Account, 
his Mind is a very fit Gueſt for his Body ; 
for, at different Times, he thinks and 
ſpeaks different Things : 


Modo Reges atq, Tetrarchas. 


Omnia magna loquens, modo fit mibi. — 


Sometimes he'd talk of Heroes and of Kings, 

In mighty ſwelling Numbers, mighty Things! 

And then, again, let gracious Fortune give 

A little Meat and Drink, enough to live; 

Let her a Coat to keep out Cold preſent, 

Altho' 'tis thick and courſe he'll be content. 
Mr. Creech. 


How welcome is 2 Gueſt, that knows 
when to be gone? But if his Stay be lon- 
ger than ordinary, we are ready to thruſt 
him out of Doors. For theſe, and the like 
Conſiderations, the Way of the Gore's deal - 
ing with his Patients can never be enough 
elteem'd. 


WHATEVER 
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WHATEVER ſome impatient, weak 
28 think, 2 manifeſt Que = 
, coming oing, takes t 
right Courſe to be very — and obli- 
ging, Weak People may curſe the Gor, 
and wiſh to be wholly excus'd from his in- 
termitting Viſits : But I look upon ſuch Peo- 
ple as Men that are weary of the World ; 
and being willing to leave it, I grant they 
have Reaſon to be angry with the Got; 
with the Gour, that folds their Mortality 
fo faſt about them. 


12 Worſhip has been guilty of this 
patience ; but I hope to recover you to a 
ce 5 * 


I HAVE ogg Gar + you, That to a 
wiſe Conſiderer, Abſence of Danger 
takes off from the Pain of the Gort - But 
ſome Pain there 1s, and ought to be ; for 
conſtant Health has no Reliſh ; *tis an in- 
ſipid dull Thing. 


THAT Reverend Calviniſt, Dr. Twiſs, 
affirms, That 'tis better to be Damm d, than 
Annibilated. I might, I ſuppoſe, with leſs 
Offence affirm, That *twere better to be 
Dead, than never to be Sick of the Gout. 


Nay, this I am ſure of, That all the ſober 


experienc'd People will be fo far from 
D taking 
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taking Offence, that I ſhall have them on 
my Side, if I venture on that Paradox. For 
how often have I heard a grave Adviſer, 
one that had try'd Health and Sickneſs (al- 
ternately) for many Years, tell the robuſt, 
young, riotous Fellow, that he knew not 
the Value of Health? No; how ſhould he, 
having never been fick ? 


BUT why ſhould his ſober Adviſer preſs 


him tv be careful of his Health > That's the 


Way never to underſtand the Deliciouſneſs 


of it: By that time he gets the Gout, he'll 
throughly underſtand the Matter, I'll war- 
rant him. 


SET me two Men together, one that 
never knew Pain, and another newly reco- 
ver'd of the —_ ; obſerve _ both nar- 
rowly : In the former, perhaps, 
perceive an eaſy, even Temper ; bot the 
latter is raviſh'd with Joys and Satisfac- 
tions, which if his Tongue does not declare, 
his Hands, and Feet, and Geſture ſhall. 


HoMER ſays, That the Beauty of Helen 
was a Prize worth all the Blood ſpilt thro” 
the long Courſe of a Ten Years War. Ho- 
mer would not have redeem'd thoſe Lives 
by the leaſt Injury to that adorable Lady. 


SUCH 


ſr 
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SUCH are the lucid Intervals between 
Heaxt- breaking Fits of the Gont, worth all 
the Ravings and Roarings, which the vio- 
lent Paroxyſm forces from the tortur'd Pa- 
tient: And who would ſpoil the refin'd 
Pleaſure of his Recovery, by wiſhing to 
have one angry Throb, one heavy Groan 
bated him. 


Si parvis componere magna liceret. 


IF we might compare great Things with 
ſmall, the Gore is to Health, as Ham and 
Tongue to Wine or rather, as 2% 5 t5x» to 


the Lover's Congreſs. 


COURAGE, Sir, and be advis'd by me. 
'Tis good Advice I am giving, and you 
ſhall have it gratis. When your Foot 
ſwells, and burns, and throbs, baniſh all 
fooliſh Sorrow and Repining; inſtead 
whereof, let ſwelling Joys dilate your ge- 
nerous Breaſt: When ſharp, fermenting 

uices (not eaſily miſcible) ſhall meet and 
y their furious Conteſt, cauſe cruel 
Twitchings of your nervous Fibres ; com- 
fort your Heart, and. be extreamly pleas'd. 
When Maſculine, Acerous Recrements 
ſhall, with Female Tartarous Matter, mix, 
engender, and beget a Tophous Miſs ; 
when that ſame 9 Maſs ſhall lodge 
2 in 
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in the Internodia of your Worſhip's Bones, 
entertaining you with a rending Solution of 
Continuity; then let your Soul triumph: 
But touch not, taſte not the Crumen-Emul- 
gent Doctor's Emulſions, Julips, Apozems; 
nor let his Repercuſſives or Reſolvents, Ca- 
taplaſms and Anodynes, touch you. So let 
your Friend the Gout take his Courſe, and 
maul you ſoundly. 


O! So eaſy, ſo pleagd, ſo j ſo 
happy, ſo bleſs'd will you be, when the 
Turn of Health ſhall come! Why, Sir, 
you'll be in Heaven; in Heaven, while 
you are on Earth! You'll be entirely beati- 
fy'd on this Side the Grave ; and that's more 
than Solomon has arriv'd at yet, [if you 
can give any Credit to a Catbolick Painter] 
for but one Half of him 1s glorified; the 
other fries in Flames, vex'd torment- 
ing Devils. Like the Noble Shaftsbury, in 
Windſor-Hall : Beſhrew the Painter for — 
his Pains, 


Fas eſt & ab hofte Doceri : 


LEARN of our common Enemy, Sir, 
{ fancy the late Tyrant ſolaces his Exile, 
with the Expectation of a Return to tram- 
ple on the Liberties, and riot in the Blood 
ef Hereticłt: But before ever that 1 
y 
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Day come, may the Gout, my Life's kind 
Preſerver, and my dear Life itſelf, forſake 
me, Only I will make it in my Bargain, 
I will not ſtand to this Wiſh, if my Help 
o_ contribute any thing to oppoſe his Inva- 


I am much of the Mind, Sir, that by 
what I have ſaid already, you are becom- 
ing a Proſelyte: But before I have done 
with you, you ſhall chuſe to part with 
your Eyes, rather that your true Friend 
the Gout. The mighty Bleſſing whereof 
that you may the better underſtand, mount 
with me one Step higher, and then take no- 
tice of this further Advantage of the Gout. 


3- THE Gout preſents you with 
a perpetual Almanack. 


AND that it may never be out of the 
Way, but ready always for your Worſhip's | 
Uſe, ſafely depoſits it in the Internodia of 
your Bones, 


BAROMETERS, Thermometers, and o- 
ther the Inventions of Men, ( not. yet per- 
fect Maſters of their Art) ſerve more for 
the Delight than the Uſe of the Curious; 
but the ulcful Pains of the Gour give your 

Honour 
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Honour truſty Prognoſticks of the Seaſons. 
As often as a moiſt Conſtitution of the Year, 
South or North Winds, or Snows are at 
Hand, you predict thoſe Things from the 
Acceſſes of your Pains : And by the Ab- 
ſence of your Pains, you foreknow the 
contrary. So, one Way or other, your 


Bone-Almanack, ſerves for all Changes. 


Ov& Lilh's and Gadbrry's foreknow 
when it thall be Rain-like or Snow-like : 
But what your Honour foreknows b 
Means of the Gort, does afterwards actual- 
ly come to pals. Dr. Goad knew more of 
the Stars and their Poſitions than you, but 
not Half ſo much of their Influence. 


SPINOZA will have it, That when a 


Fewiſh Prophet foretold any Thing, he gave 
a Sign, a preſent Sign, which was a Confir- 
mation of his Prophecy. You have the 
Sign within you, Sir; and are a true Pro- 
phet all over. 


MajoRA Animalia dliutius viſceribus 
Parentum continentur, ſays Pliny : Nature 
gives to larger - ſiʒ d Animals a longer Stay 
in the Womb of their Mother. Their 
mighty Limbs, and vaſt Frame of Body, 
are not ſo ſoon faſhion'd and perfected, as 

is 
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15 the compendious Texture of leſſer Ani- 
mals, 


So is it with the moſt Noble Arts and 
Sciences, with the moſt uſeful Inventions, 
when firſt brought to light. Every Man is 
taken up with unactive Extaſy, and lazy 
Admiration ; greatly pleas'd to be taught, 
and let into Myſtery, and as well content 
to know no more than 1s taught him. 
Time paſles filently on, and Ages ſteal 
away, before there ſtarts up a ſtudious, in- 
quiſitive Perſon, who bends his Wit to im- 
prove the Diſcoveries of his Anceſtors, and 
raiſe them to their juſt Perfection. 


Now of this Obſervation, I am of the 
Mind, there is not again in Nature ſo clean 
an Inſtance as the Gorwr affords us. The 
Got, at firſt, paſs'd for no other but an 
Evil Spirit, which an Exorciting Prieſt at- 
tack'd with Charms, before ever the Phy- 


fician fell foul upon him with poiſorous 
Recipe's. 


THE Phyſician, purely to force a Trade, 
impos'd upon the People, That the Gort 
was a Diſeaſe. Having cheated them with 
this falſe Opinion, he plagu'd them with 
real Tortures : All which he was pleas'd to 


chriſten by the general Name of the Thera- 
2 peutick 
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ick Method; in which his barbarous 
xecutions thus follow one another: 


Fixs T, Phlebotomy , then Catharticks, 
Emeticks, Hypnoticks, the and all. 
And while the Inſide of the poor Patient is 
thus —_— rack'd and confounded, 
he daubs the Outſide with Anodyne Appli- 
cations, Unguents, and Cataplaſms. And 
when all is done, Pll give them my Body 
to praiſe on, [tho' | had rather the Exe- 
cutioner had it to diſpatch outright] if 
plain Cathartick Gruel, and the Cataplaſm 


of a freſh Cow-Turd, do not work greater 
Wonders than any Thing they can pretend 
To, 


FRoM Germany, nay, from beyond the | 


Alps they come, with hard Names, exo- 
tick Cant, and baneful Poyſon, to allay 
the Paroxiſm, and remove: the Procatarxts 
of the Gout. But, God be thanked, their 
Practice decays, and muſt do more and 
more every Day, now that it is ſo plainly 
diſcover'd that the Gout needs no Remedy; 
not being in Truth, and proper ſpeaking, a 
Diſeaſe, but a Sovereign Antidote againſt 
the moſt dangerous Diſeaſes : And there- 
fore People of the beſt Senſe are content to 
let it take its Courſe ; and not only fo, but 
they are proud to publiſh the 2 
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they take in one or other Advantage which 
the Gont affords them. 

For Inftance, as to the Foreknowledge 
of the Weather: The Got never twitches 
their Nerves, but they will be telling others 
what Changes are near at Hand. 


Now, that which I propoſe is this: 
That People ſhould not think it enough to 


| know thus much of the Gout, but ſtudy to 


improve and increaſe their Knowledge : 
For no Doubt, more may be made of this 
Bleſſing, than ever yet was done by the 
happy Man that has enjoy'd it longeſt. 
I am perſwaded, that if the fortunate Pa- 
tient would be at the Pains to obſerve all 
the Motions of the Gott, in his pinching, 
ſmarting, galling Acceſſes; in his gnawing, 
ſtabbing, burning Paroxyſms ; in his eva- 
cuating, tender, remitting Receſſes; he 
might quickly come to wind a Storm fo 
long before, that in a ſhort Time, no 
Owners would think their Ship fafe, but 
with a Goury Maſter : Nor would any ex- 
perienc'd Seaman, that wanted a Ship, of- 
fer himſelf to the Merchants, but upon 
Crutches. 


PoSSIBLy, here ſome nice Perſon may 
object, That tis a ſad Thing to be a Crip- 
E ple. 
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ple. I reply; In Lamenefs, two Things 
are to be conſider'd; The wihebtly Gait, 
and the flicting Pain. 


As to the 1nſghtly Gait, fet the Italian 
Proverb againſt it. 


He knows not Venns in her perfect Sweetneſs, 
Who has never lain with a Lame Miſtreſs. 


AND Montaigne tells us, that the fame is 
ſaid of Men, as well as Women : For the 
Queen of Amazons anſwer'd the Perſonable 
Scythian, who courted her to Love ; «zz 
% W245 ol pei, Lame Men make the beft Gal- 


fants. 


Ix that Female Republick, to prevent 
the Dominion of the Males, they lam'd 
them (Arms and Legs) in their Infancy ; 
believing that they would be rather the 
better for the Uſe which they ſhould make 
of them thereafter. 


MoxTAIGNE gives a Philoſophical 
Reaſon for the Advantage accruing by 
Lameneſs, either to Men or Women; viz. 
The Legs and Thighs not receiving their 
due Aliment, it falls out, that the Geni- 
tal Parts above are the fuller, better ſup- 
ply'd, and more vigorous. 


3 2, AS 
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2, As to the Pain proceeding from Lame- 


neſs, 


I wiLL not, to diminiſh that, tell the 
Objector a long Story from the Re1ſon- 
ings of Ariſtotle, or the Practice of Cato; 
but only pray him to conſider the low er 
Sort of People, who know little of Ex- 
ample, and mind as little of Precept. Na- 
ture is their Guide, and this their familiar 
Practice: They call the Phthyſick, ſays 
Montaigne, a Coneh ;, the Bloody Flix 18 no 
more with them than a Looſen:ſs ;, a Plen- 
riſy but a Stich in the Side And as they 
ſoftly name, ſo they patiently endure theſe 
Grievances. 


IF the Mercenary Adverſaries of the 
Gout, the Doctors, have any other Objec⸗ 
tions againſt a Bone-Almanack belides . 
I have anſwer'd, let them be publith'd: ! 
will fairly and fully anſwer them allo, or 
renounce my Reverence for the Gor, 


O THAT I had an infallible Medicine, 
which would both certainly and ſpe edily 
cauſe the Gout ! [Wine and Women are 
tedious and uncertain Ways of purchaſing 
the mighty Bleſſing:] I would not doubt 
but to take more of 1 than ever Da * 
2 0 
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of his Elixir, or any trolling Mownebankt 
of his Noſtrum. 


THe Fair for Rider's Almanack, Par- 
tridee's Almanack, Al—ch's Almanack, laſts 
but one Month in the Lear; buc I might 
vend Gonut-Almanacks and Bone- Almanacks 
all the Year round. 


HERE I ſuſpect, that the malevolent 
Doors that get their Living by their miſ- 
chievous Craft in practiſing on the Gor, 
will object, That all which I have hitherto 
urg'd in its Commendation, has a very 
great Allay : For tho' it is not dangerous, 
yet it is painful: Tho' the Patient has lu- 
vid Intervals, yet he has violent Paroxyſms - 
Tho' he be a Prophet, yet the Spirit which 
inſpires, rends him. 


Bur of theſe Objectors, I would fain 
know, Whether holy, preſcious Enthufe- 
f/m, be not a furious, ungovernable Im- 
pulſe > Whether lucid Intervals are not 
more cligible, than a conſtant, weak, and 
tuilen Light 2 Whether Pain without Dan- 
ger, is not better than Eaſe without Secu- 
iy? | 


AM of Opinion, That our Compoſi- 
tions are no more able to endure pure and 
unmix d 
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unmix'd Felicitics, than Semele (the Half. 
gone Mother of Bacchus) to abide the 
warm Congreſs of the Olympick Fore, cir- 
cled with all his Glories, 


YET, to filence Envy itfelf, the next 
Step we aſcend, we ſhall fee the Gor den- 
ing to his Patients a Benefit fo wondrous, 
refin'd, pleaſant and uſeful, that he muſt 
be a very dull Creature, that can ſeriouſly 
think on this and not paſſionately with, de 
liberately conſider it and not heartily la- 
bour, by all honeſt Ways and Means to de- 
{erve the Gout. 


4. GOUTY Perſons are moſt free 
from the Head-ach. 


THE Reaſon of which is this : 


——— THE heavy Recrements of the 
Blood and nervous Juice always fall down- 
Ward to the Go Joints. 


THe Nerves of the Head, the Fibres, 
and the Membranes ; whereof there are 
many plac'd above and under the Skull ; 
the two Meninges, the Tunicles of the 
Nerves, the Pericranium, and other Peri- 
oftia, the Muſcles, the Panniculus Carnofrus, 

and 
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and laſtly, the Skin, itſelf, are all freed 
from a World of Torment, by Means of the 
Medicinal Got; which attracts to exterior 
remote Parts, vicious Humors of various 
Denominations, and there ſets them on fire, 
waſtes and evacuatecs them. 


PERSONS much favour'd by the Gout, 
upon every long Abſcence of that beſt 
Friend of theirs, | Whether occaſion'd by 
unknown Accidents, or unwiſe Recourſe 
to the miſchievous Tampering of a wick- 
ed Dactor] exchange their Freedom from 
the Gont for Pain more intenſe and dange- 
rous. But of all other Pains, they are ex- 
treamly ſubject to the Head-ach : Some- 
thing of a Cloud (more or leſs) always hangs 
over their Brain : But as ſoon as ever the 
Cout pleaſes (forgiving their Ingratitude) 
to reviſit them, preſently the Weather 
breaks up, the Nerves are relaxcd, the 
Fibres unmoleſted, the Membranes and 
Muſcles recover their right Tone; while 
the inimicous, conteſting Particles, thrown 
off from boiling Blood and turgid nervous 
Juice, fall down to the remote Parts of the 
Body : And then the Underſtanding grows 
clear, the Thoughts britk and active, and 
the Patient is fitted, whatever his Station 
and Employment 1s in the World, to do 
the Duty thereof better than ever. 

| HAVE 


e 
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| HAVE been told of ſeveral Sea-Cap- 
rains, | and I have Reaſon to believe & 
Relator } who, during a Fit of the Gout, 


happening to meet the Enemy, beſtirr'd 


themſelves with a Vigour that forgot their 
Pain, and gave their Orders with a ſted- 


dier Preſence of Mind than ever they were 
Maſters of before. 


I' HAVE the Honour to be known to a 
Perfon of Quality, who has oblig'd the 
Age with ſeveral inſtructive Pieces; who 


never publiſh'd a ſorry Trifle, nor ever any 


Thing fo abſolutely perfect, uſeful and en- 

ortaining, as when he lay under a Courſe 
of the Gout. Then would he dictate like 
an Angel, or (which is much the ſame) 
like a Man infpir'd, to his raviſh'd Aman- 


enſts. 


THAT Amannenſis of his has told me, 
tho' he lov'd his Maſter very well, yet he 
was always forry for his Recovery : For 
then his Strength fail'd him, and he was no 
more than another Writer ; I mean Writer 


of the firſt Rank tho". 


IX Now nothing that a Man (when he 
enjoys the Gort) is unfit for, but Jumping, 
Running of Races, or Foot-Ball. 


THE 
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THe Amazons, if they are not bely'd, 
covetcd to admit Strangers Flagraute Paro- 
xiſmo, Had Montaigne ever met with the 
MS. whence I have the Notice, he would 
have given us a Philoſophical Reaſon for 
It, 


THE Gout being thus beneficial, I bleſs 
myſelf to think, that any Patient ſhould 
be ſo much his own Enemy, as to be weary 
of it; any Doctor fo much an Enemy to 
Mankind, as to offer at the Cure. But cure 
it they can't, whatever they pretend, un- 


leſs they kill the Patient. 


For my Part, I know no Difference in 
the Earth between a Dofor of Phy/ick and 
a Tinker, ſave that the Doclor has more of 
the Tinker, and the Tinker more of thc 
Dofor in him. For the Tinker effectually 
ſtops that particular Hole which he is hir'd 
to ſtop, tho he makes two other for't ; but 
the Doctor docs but diſturb the Got, which 
he undertakes to cure: And when the vi- 
cious Humours of the Body are not ſuffer'd 
to have their Courſe to the exterior, re- 
mote Parts, there to be ſacrific'd on the Ju- 
ternodlial Altars of the Gont, they revert 
with Fury and Indignation, dangerouſly 
aſſault the Vitals, diffuſe their Venom over 
all the Viſcera, corrupt the Stomach, but 

more 
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more eſpecialy affe& the Head with violent 
Pains ; which are often foliow'd by dange- 
rous Swoonings, a Fertigo, a failing of Me- 


mory, nay, and ſometimes a downright 


Delirium, 


Tuus Phyſicians cure their Patients of 
the Gout / Then doubly bleſs'd are the 
Poor and Needy, who, when they have 
the Got, and do not underſtand their own 
Happineſs, cannot be at the Charge to get 


rid on't by a Cure of the Dofors. 


Nay, belide the miſchievous Conſe- 
quences of their meddling, their very med- 
dling, itſelf is a forer Pain than Go a 
thouſand Times, So that that Man's In- 
tellectuals muſt not be right, who would 
not wiſh to have his Head-ach cur'd by the 
Gout, rather than by the Doctors Methods; 
i. e. by being purg'd and blooded, cupp'd 
and flux'd ; ſtifled with Spirit of Hart- 
ſhorn and Soot, drench'd with Cephalick 
Juleps, and Waters cold as thoſe that ex- 
tinguiſh'd the Vital Heat of that Renown- 
ed, Thrice-illuſtrious Hero, hight Old Si- 
non the King. 


THE Gornt's a Specifick; a ſingle, pro- 
per, and effectual Remedy for the Head- 
ach: By a ſtrong Revulſion, it attracts 

F morbitick 
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morbitick Matter from the nobler Parts: 
And ever while ou hve, ſay I, keep Pain 
from your Head, and Sorrow from your 
Heart. 


THE honeſt old Bel:lam made Sport for 
her Neighbours, when ſhe apply'd the 
Clyſter to her Forehead, the Part affected. 
Again, when her Neighbours turn'd up 
her blind Side, and play'd the Pipe at her 
Virzin Avenue, that was a Jeſt to her. 
* Marry Gap, quoth ſhe, *tis the upper 
End that akes, and you give Phyſick 
* to the lower. But the Clyſter was a good 
Remedy for the Head-ach, tho* planted at 
Diſtance; and ſo the Gor. 


How neceſſary a Friend to the Head the 
Medicinal Gort is, (keeping it eaſy, clean, 
and free from all morbitick Matter which 
diſturbs the Brain) we might partly gueſs, 


from the ſubtil Obſervation of the famous. 


Confucius upon Gouty Perſons; which is 
communicated to us by one of the chaſteſt 
Hiſtorians among the veracious Emiſſaries: 
For the Chineſe are bleſs'd with the Gor as 
well as the Europeans. 


Ir is poſſible, ſaid that wiſe Mandarin, : 


for a Lame Goty Perſon to be a Knave : 
Even in our own Country have I known 
3 * ſome 
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* ſome ſuch : But who ever knew a Gouty 
* Cripple that was a Fool? 


IN a Book of that great Maſter of A- 
rale and Politicks, preſented by a Mandarin 
of Confucins's own Rice, to a Learned je- 
ſuit who has enrich'd the King of France's 
Library with it, [But I ſuppoſe the Book 
was there repoſited fince a certain Perſon 
finiſh'd his Travels] theſe further Remarks 
are dcliver'd : 


* NATURAL Fools never acquire the 
© Gout : The Sons of Goty Perſons are 
* defended from Dulneſs and Folly by the 
Sins of their Parents: Or if in their Mi- 
nority their Underſtandings happen to le 
a little backward, they thall no foon- 
er enter on their Goty Inheritance, but 
a bright Illumination brings the ſame for- 
ward. Whatever a Man's Natural Pow- 
ers are, they are ſo improv'd by the Gout, 
ſo retin'd, ſo heighten'd in the Paro- 
* xy/m, that am almoſt tempted to call it 
na Sort of Natural Inſpiration. 
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Facile eſt inventis adilere: 


WHAT the Noble Confucius has almira- 
bly well obſerv'd of the Gout vis. That it 
is a perfect an of Folly ; prompts me 

2 to 


34 The HONOUR 


to think, that it would be worth Enquiry, 
whether the Gorrt is not as effectual againſt 
Madneſs: And we may reaſonably believe 
that it is ſo, if upon Exanunation it ſhould 
be found that there are no Gonty People in 
Bedlam. And then for the Kecovery of 
thoſe poor Creatures to their Wits again, 
it will not need much Conſideration, whe- 
ther they ought not to be excus'd the hard 
Blows which their barbarous Keepers deal 
them; and the Therapertice Method of 
Prirging, Bleeding, Cupping, Fluxing, Vomi- 
ting, Clyſlering, TFuleps, Apozems, Pow- 
ders, Cunfectiuns, Epithems and Cataplaſms, 
with which the more barbarous Doors 
torment them; and inſtead of all their 
Learned Tortures, indulg d (for a Time 
only ) a little Intemperance, as to Wine or 
Women, or ſo ; or the Scholar's Delight 
of Feeding worthily, and Sleeping hearti- 
ly; whereby they might get the Gor, and 
then their Madnefs were cur'd. 


Maxx and great are the Advantages 
which accrue to mortal Man from the 
Gont ;, as cannot but ſufficiently appear to 
your Worſhip from what J have (in run- 
ning Haſte) obſerv'd : But far more nume- 
rous, and unconceivably vaſt are the Im- 
provements, which a Man worthy of the 
Gout, and ſenſible of his Happineſs, m__ 
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with attentive Care, and ſedulous Obſer- 
vance, make, Yet I ſhall not inſiſt on con- 
jectural Topicks, to do Juthice to ſo effectual 
a Promoter of the Safety of Human Life, 
but proceed on thoſe Benefits which are the 
Objects of Senſe : So that if there be any 
Perſon, that ſhall think or ſpeak ill of the 
Got, he muſt be one that does not deſire, 
or deſerve to live. 


IT is a lofty Height to which I have ad- 
vanc'd your Worſhip: Four ſteep Aſcents 
you have already climb'd; but the Honour 
of the Gort, 


Caput inter mibila condlit. 


CAN your Head bear to mount a Fifth) 
But why do I ask that Queſtion > The 
Gout itſelf will enable you. 


5. THE Gout preſerves its Pa- 
tients from the great Danger of Fe- 
vers. 


GouTyY Perſons, by Reaſon of a fix'd 
Dyſcraſy of the Blood, are not obnoxious 


to Fevers. As they live free from the dread- 
ful Pains of the Head-ach, ſo likewiſe 


from the ſcorching Heat of Fevers. 


EVERY 
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EVERY one knows, that a Fever is a 
high, diſorderly Motion, or Over-boiling 
of the Blood: Which ſeldom or never hap- 
pens to Gorty Perſons ; becauſe the malig- 
nant Recrements of the Blood, and nervous 
Juice, which occaſion Fevers, continually 
depoſited in the Joints of Gorty Perſons ; 
are there impriſon'd, water'd, and eon- 
ſum'd, by the purging, healing, cleanſing, 
ſanative Fire of the burning Gor. 


THERE is a natural Motion and Heat 
in the Blood, depending partly on its pro- 
per Craſis and Conſtitution, I For being 
compos'd of Spirit, Salt and Sulphur, 
(Principles vigorous and active) it ſponta- 
neouſly grows turgid and tumultuous, like 
generous Wine in narrow Veſſel pent ; ] 
and partly to the Ferment implanted in the 
Heart which rarifies the Liquor paſſing 
thro' its Chanels, and forces it to riſe with 
Efferveſcenee frothy. 


THE præternatural Ebullition of the 


Blood 1s caus'd either by ſome extraneous, 
heterogeneous Mixture, or from the im- 
moderate Exaltation of its own natural 
Spirit, or Sulphur ; which when it hap- 
pens, preſently a high and quick Pulſe fol- 
lows: The Blood, like a ſulphurous Li- 


quor, 


[ 
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quor, taking fire, diffuſes its burning Heat 
all over the Body. 


THE vaſt Sicilian Chaſins, which vomit 
flaming Heaps of Matter, ſulphurous and 
combuſtible ; what are they, but Nature's 
Emblems of a burning fiery Fever? And 
when the Poets fable, That haughty Y- 

bus, big Eryx, and bold Enceladus, deep 
ry'd in the Earth by angry Jupiter, 
belch out thoſe Fires which waſte the 
Country, and fright the Inhabitants ; what 
mean'd they to denote, but the Reſtleſneſs 
of ſtrenuous Heroes, | for want of the 
Gout to withdraw the Feveriſh Fuel] fry- 
ing in Flames mercileſs and deſtructive? 


METHIXKS I pity the Young and 
Healthy, whoſe Blood flows temperately, 
and never knew Diſorder : I pity them, I 
ſay ; not for their preſent Eaſe, but be- 
cauſe of their imminent Danger. 


Fok when a Royal Sun of France blazes 
and periſhes in Flames, painted by a brave 
Nusſſels maſterly Hand; when a vanquiſh'd 
Admiral ſhifts off ir. Boat inglorious; a 
King of equal Valour, from a ſafe Station, 
all the while beholding the Monſiæurs pru- 
dent Care to preſerve a great Commander : 
When a haughty AMareſchal is beat out oF 

rac 
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the ſtrongeſt Bulwark, that fenc'd his Ma- 
ſter's treacherous Rapine; and, to induce 
that Maſter of his for once to keep the Cartel, 
can (in Spite of all his Bluſtering) part 
with his Sword : When Rebel Invaders are 
diſappointed, and execrable Aſlaſſins pu- 
niſh'd ; at ſuch tempting Occaſions as theſe, 
who can forbear a rightful, lawful, and 
brim-full Glaſs ? 


YET on fo ſolemn a Feſtival, if the 
Healthy gives Nature but a Fillip, it may 
perchance throw him into a Fever, and that 
Fever perchance coſt him his Life: Where- 
as the Man that's obnoxious to the Gore, 
chearfully ventures the Duty of the Day ; 
well knowing, that when the worſt comes 
to the worſt, *tis but roaring in Purgatory 
ſome forty Days, or ſo: And by that time 
the Gort has waſted and cleans'd off the 
Tartarous Recrements of undigeſted Falern; 
who knows, but good News may come to 
make another Holiday ? 


PURGATORY, which cleanſes the Souls 
of the Departed from their Filth, which 
ſets them out of the Danger of the Lake, 
and renders them (like burnt Tobacco- 
Pipes) clean and pure, and fit for Paradiſe, 
iS a true Picture of the Fire of the Gant; 
which ſpends the morbifick Matter, that 
might 
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might otherwiſe throw the Body into a hel- 
liſh Fever. 


INDEED, Infidels and Hereticks may ob- 
jet, and ſay, That perhaps Purgatory is 
but a falſe Story: But no Matter for that; 
for grave Authors teach, that a falſe Story 
may be a true Picture, and ſerve to illuſtrate 
as neceſſary a Doctrine as that of Purgatory. 
But in this I am poſitive, that neither a falſe 
Story, nor a true one, can illuſtrate a more 
infallible Maxim than this; That the pur- 

ing Fires of the Gout, withdraw the Fuel 
— the deſtructive Fires of burning Fe- 


vers. 


THOSE learned and worthy Authors, that 
write of Devils and Spirits, and know the 
Natures and Orders of them as perfectly 
as Heart can wiſh, tell us, that there be two 
Sorts of them, bite and Black, Good and 
Bad: So is it certainly with Diſeaſes, 
The Gout, if it be lawful to call it a Di- 
ſeaſe, is a good and uſeful Diſeaſe, a ¶hite 
Devil: The Fever, a bad and hurtful Di- 
ſeaſe, a Black Devil; the Devil of a Di- 
ſeaſe, or a Diſeaſe that is the Devil ; whom 
if ever the Phyſician caſts out, PII ſwear it 
is by Compact. Whereas the Gont is an 
honeſt Febrifuge, the Operations thereof 

G natural 


40 The HONOUR 


natural and intelligible ; ſomething pain- 
ful indeed, but there's no Magick in them. 


By the Way, if the Phyſician cures 
or caſts out Bluck Diſeaſes or Devils, by 
Com pact with Black Devils; may it not be 
ſaid to be a double Wickedneſs? For 1 took 
it to be the Roman Pricſt's ungodly Office, 
with rumbling Exorciſms, to eje& them. 


BUT this is the Fault alfo of other Deal- 
ers: There's nothing more common a- 


mong them than to encroach upon one ano- 
ther's Trade. Could Tyrants infli& Fe- 
vers, they would never make Uſe of Rack 
or Gibbet. Axe or unrighteous Judge, un- 
leſs the Obje& of their Fate were an ho- 
neſt, Gonty Fellow: For the Gent would 
ſofen the feveriſh Inflition, as the Popiſb 
Printer did his Father Confeſſor's Penance, 
when he boil'd the Peaſe which he was re- 
quir'd to put in his Shoes before he took his 
Walk. 


THERE is not certainly a feverer Tor- 
ment than a burming Fever, nor a more 
Syvercign Antidote than the Medicinal Gore. 
So that 'tis a Truth, clear as the Sun, If 
more People had the Got, fewer would 
die of a Fever. 


3 HAVING 
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HAVING plac'd theſe Things in fo clear 
a Light, I am ſtrongly perſwaded, that 
not your Worſhip only, but the Generality 
of the Age will ſet their Prejudices aſide, 
and yield to the happy Force of the many 
uſeful Truths, which by the bright Illumi- 
nation of a violent Gort- Paroxyſm I have 
here diſcover'd : So that hereafter, inſtead 
of the old parting Compliments, Save 


von, Sir; God keep you in good Health I 


ueſtion not but we ſhall ſay, The 

out defend you, Sir; God give you the 
Gout. For we ought not to hope for a 
Bleſſing without the Means. 


To wiſh a Man the Gort is to wiſh him 
that which withdraws Fuel from Diſeaſes, 
and preſerves Life at fo cheap a Rate: It 
coſts a Man not a Penny more than Pa- 
tience. 


Ir has been the Opinion of ſome Wri— 
ters, that none can be ſav'd who die of the 
Plague But in judging of the Future State 
of others, I think it belt to venture being 
miſtaken on the charitable Side; and there- 
fore I would ſooner believe, that none can 
be damn'd who have the Gort. And I 
muſt tell your Worthip, that I have known 
a lefs 3 Sign of Salvation given by 
2 Diſſenting Rabbi to his Hearcrs, 

G 2 WHEN 
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WHEN Mercury, by the mighty Pow- 
er of a Verle (borrow'd from that great 
Architect, Homer) heav'd up the aſpiring 
Mountain Pelion, and pid it entire on 
Heav*n-{houldering Oſſa, and then help'd 
Charon up to the Top; the poor old Ferry- 
man complain'd, That the Diſtance from 
the Earth was ſo great, that he could not 
ſee what was done there. 


I AM much afraid, Sir, that this upper- 
moſt Step of Aſcent on which I am going 
to ſcat your worſhip, that you may have 
a full View of the amazing Excellence of 
the Medicinal, Uſeful, Health-reſtoring, 
Soul- enliv'ning Gor, will place you at ſuch 
a vaſt Diſtance above Terrene Things and 
Notions, that you will not be able to di- 
ſcern the true Proportion of that Benefit 
which crowns the Honour of the Got; at 
teaſt, not ſo plainly as I could wiſh. 


6. TO crown the Honour of the 
Gout, It is not to be curd. 


THE Gor denies all your groſs Galeni- 
cal Methods, and all your exalted Chynucal 
Preparations : For the conjun&t Cauſes 
thereof (as the Learned Willis confeſſes) 
lie in Parts fo very remote, that the Vir- 
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tues of no Medicines can reach them. And 
Heaven be prais'd for it; For why, Sir, 
would you Cure [ as you call it ] the Gout, 
which gives you Pain without Danger, a 
better Taſte of Health by an Acquaintance 
with Pain, a Knowledge of future Things, 
Freedom from the Head-ach, and from 
Fevers ? 


BLESS us! That any Man ſhould wiſh 
to be rid of the Gont; for want of which 
he may become obnoxious to Fevers and 
Head-ach, be blinded in his Underſtanding, 
loſe the Taſte of his Health, and the Secu- 
rity of his Life. 


I HOPE you and I, dear Sir, ſhall be 
better advis d: And to ſhew that we are fo, 
and at the ſame Time to ſet the World a 
good Example, 1 hope we (hall neither of 
us ever tamper with the Doctor for the Cure 
of the Gut, which really and truly is in- 
curable, unleſs the Patient be to be kill'd ; 
which is what the Doctor's Medicines aim 

perhaps not what he directly aims at 


himſelf: For his Heart is chiefly upon his 


Fee; his Prayers, that his Patient may 
neither die nor recover; at leaſt not die 
while he's worth a Penny: But when his 
laſt Penny is ſpent, then the miſerable Crea- 
ture is forſaken, like the poor Woman in 


the 
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the Goſpel, and may periſh for all him, 


unleſs Heaven has a Miracle in Store for a 
poor Sinner that has been termented by a 


naſty D— before his Time. 


Bur leſt I ſhould be thought, in Vin- 
dication of the Honour of the Gor, too 
ſevere againſt the Pretenders to cure it, I 


ſhall argue againſt them from their own 
Confeſſions. 


WE may ſay of every Medicaſter, whe- 
ther a College or a Stage-Doctor, Habemns 
confitentem rerum; The whole Clan of 


_=—_ are Homicides by their own Confeſ- 
on, 


OTHER wicked People put on the Guiſe 
of Honeſty, for the better perpetrating 
their Crimes; but Phyſicians own the 
R of their Art. Indeed, to fave 
themſelves fram publick Infaiay, they give 
this ſoftening Turn to their fcandalo''s 
Cauſe. The Principles of their Art, they 
ſay, are difficult to be underſtood, and 
uncertain to be rely'd on : And then alfo 
the Temperament of the Body on which 
they practiſe, can be but gueſs'd at: So 
that the Succeſs of the moſt Learned Prac- 
titioner can be but caſual. 


Now 
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Now that after this, theſe Men ſhould be 
entertain'd, and ſo general Admittance 
given to their Practice, does evidently 
prove, That the Generality of Men, when 


they loſe their Health, loſe their Wits to- 
gether with it. 


I wILL allow, that it were reaſonable 
for a Sick Man liberally to part with his 
Guineas for his Health, if the Dactors (that 
have their Money in Hand) were ſure of 
reſtoring Health, or upon Failure would 


refund : But to pay down ready Money 
for a Lottery-Chance, where tis great 


Odds but the Adventurer increaſes his Ma- 
lady, and haſtens his Death! I, for m 
part, declare againſt it; and am perſwad 
that no one who conſiders rightly, but 


would keep his Money, and bear his Bur- 
then. 


A SPARE and eaſy Diet ſhall be always 


my Phyſick ; and I will leave it to Nature 
to do her own Work. 


BUT let us come to ſome more particu- 


lar Acknowledgments of theſe deadly Ene- 
mies of Mankind. 


GALEN, that is ſhll rever'd as a God by 
modern Practitioners, acknowledges it im- 


poſſible 
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poſſible to find out a Medicine that ſhall do 
any great Good one Way, and not do as 
much Hurt another. 


THE Learned Dr. Hammond fatally ex- 
perienc'd the Truth of this Acknowledge- 
ment : The Medicine which was preſcrib'd 
him to cure the Gort, mov'd the Gravel 
from his Kidneys, which being too big to 
paſs the Ureters, choak'd the Channel, and 
depriv'd him of his Life that Way. 


CoRNELIUS AGRIPPA tells us of one 
Rafis, a Phyſician of Note, who conſider- 
ing the fooliſh Credulity of Patients, and 
the contentious Ipnorance of Profeſſors in 
Phyfick, adviſed, That never above one 
Door ſhould be made Uſe of at a Time; 
giving this Reaſon, Becauſe the Miſtake of 
a ſingle Man was leſs dangerous. And I 
would adviſe never to uſe any: For as the 
Miſtake of one Man is leſs dangerous than 
of a Conſult of them, fo the having no- 
thing to do with any one, is leſs danger- 
ous than the Miſtake of one: For Nature 
can commit no Miſtake ; but, if not load- 
ed with Luxury, nor diſturb'd with Phy- 
ſick, will vigorouſly ſtrive to throw off 
every noxious Diſeaſe. 


SUCH 
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SUCH the Gornt is not: For Nature 
throwing off morbifick Matter to the remo- 
ter Parts of the Body, does defignedly be- 
et the Goit, and make Uſe of that admira- 
ly Remedy to cure Diſeaſes already got- 
ten, and to prevent others. 


BUT it is not mere Reaſon which I rely 
upon, when [ adviſe Men to truſt Nature 
alone for their Recovery, and never go to 
a Phyſician : I have the greateſt Authority 
to ſupport my Advice, 2 Chron, xvi. 12. 


ASA, in the 39th Year of his Reign, 
was diſeas'd in his Feet, [as I am now, 
which hinders me from running to my 
Commentators ; ] but I remember the 
Phraſe of the Septuagint is, i,, res 
z:Tas, his Feet were ſoft and tender, | ſwel- 
led with the Got, that muſt be the Mean- 
ing] until his Diſeaſe | Gowur | was exceed- 
ing great; yet in his Diſea le, * TY Ax 
de, in the extream Softneſs and Tender- 
neſs of his Gout] he ſought nat te the Lord, 
but to the Phyſician. 


I Do not fee how our Doctors of 
Phyſick can evade the Force of this Text, 
in Defence of their Profeſſion : For tis a 
very weak and precarious Reply which 
they make, when =_y tel] us, That Aſa 

is 
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is blam'd, not directly for Seeking to the 
Phyſicians, but for not Truſting in the Lord 
when he ſought for them. 


Now I will grant theſe Gentlemen, 
that it 1s the Duty of Patients to truſt in 
the Lord when 4 ſeek to the Phyſicians ; 
nay, it is their Duty to truſt in the Lord 
then above any other Time ; for then they 
run themſelves into thoſe Hazards, that 
(if the Lord does not help them) tis odds 
but they miſcarry. 


Bur I would have theſe Phyſicians, 
who make but ſorry Interpreters of Scrip- 
ture, to conſider, That the Text ſets 
Seeking the Lord and Seeking the Phyſician, 
in Oppoſition to one another ; plainly 
enough implying, that the former was his 
Duty, the latter his Fault. 


Bur our Phyſicians, it ſeems, would 
have the Sick ſeek to the Lord, and them 
both ; as if the Lord could not do his 
own Work without them. 


Odi profamm gemis - 


HENCE 
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HENCE, Sir, it is plain to me, that 
they are an Order of Men that care not 
much what they ſay or do to uphold their 
own Honour, and keep their ungodly 
Trade a-going. But therefore I would 
wiſh all unhealthy People, who have 
bought their Miſery of the Profeſſors, and 
all honeſt Gentlemen, who are preſerv'd 
by the Salutary Gozt in the Land of the 
Living, to prefer a Bill in Parliament 
againſt this deſtructive Order of Men, that 
by a ſtrong Cat hartick Aﬀt they may be 

rg'd out of his Majeſty's Dominions. 

will engage, that there's never a Fami- 

ly in the Nation but hall by this Means 
des their Health) ſave their Taxes 

ſo that a vigorous War may be continued 


againſt France till the Monfierrs are nat 


worth a Livre, and Nobody with us ever 
the poorer. 


For ſuch an uſeful Decree, we are not 
without a Precedent in Hiſtory. 


THE wiſe Romans under Marcus Porci- 
ur Cato, baniſh'd Phyſicians not only from 
Rome, but alſo from Italy: Which Coun- 
ſel, it may be reaſonably thought, con- 
tributed not a little to the Increaſe of 
their People: For as where the moſt Late 
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pers are, there the moſt Quarrels and Con- 
tentions; ſo where the molt PHicians are, 
there aro the moſt Funerals; And ſome 
ſay, where the mult Divines, there the moſt 
Differcnces about Religion. But that's 
not the Fault of the Divines; for if the 
Magiſtrate would Jet the ſtrongeſt Party 
alone, they would force all the reſt to be 
of their Opinion. 


BUT I am afraid I forget myſelf, in too 
long a Digreſſion, What I ought chiefly to 
infiit on, is the Superlative Excellence of 
the Gout, which is never to be remov'd. 


THE Fear of loſing a Bleſſing, takes off 
from the Pleaſure of enjoying it. Thieves 
may plunder your Houic; Age will ruin 
vour Beauty; Envy may aſperſe your Re- 
putation, Bribes corrupt your Faith : But 
the Gorit is a ſure Inheritance; neither 
Thieves, nor Knaves, neither Time, nor 
Envy, nor any Thing elſe can deſpoil you 


of it. 


A Ma may himſelf, if he has a mind 
to't, ſquander his Eſtate, blemiſh his come- 


ly Form, injure his Fame, and renounce 
his Honeſty : But let him get rid of the 
Gout if he can, That Blefling he may 
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take Comfort in. being ſecure that *tis for 
his Lite. 


THEY fay, there's more Care and 
Trouble in keeping an Eſtate, than getting 
it. As for the Gon, there may be ſome 
Trouble in getting it; tho' that is mix'd 
with Pleaſure too; but no Man is put to 
the leaſt Care or Trouble for the ſafe- 
keeping of the Gout. He may endure 
Miſery enough, indeed, if he fecks to the 
Phyſician fer the Cure of it. 


You cannot be always young and hand- 
ſome ; but gory once, and gorty ever, 


THENCE came the Proverb ; Drink Cla- 


ret, and have the Gout and drink no Claret, 
and ſtill bave it. | 


THE Gon, 'tis true, is the Reward 
of ſome Works; but there's no Forfeiting 
it, and therefore tis preferable to a Crown 
Imperial. 


PoSIBLY a wiſe and worthy Perſon 
may ſecure his Virtue againſt dangerous 
Temptations, but then he muſt be always 
upon his Guard. But let him take as 


little Care of himſelf as he pleaſes, he 
{kall 
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ſhall never have the leſs Gout for his looſe 
Way of Living. 


BUT poſſibly it may be objected, That 
the Gott, curing other Diſeaſes, and not 
being to be cur'd itfelf, becomes an En- 
couragement to Intemperance and Luft. 
The Luſtful and Intemperate drink and 
love on; reckoning that the Goret, will car- 
ry off the evil Conſequences of wild Ex- 
ceſs, and fooliſh Paſſion. . 


Now I will not lye for the Got, as 
much as I honour it : If it were not for 
this one - -- - Abatement, twere Phyſick 
for an Angel. 


BUT that the Reader may not reproach 
me for a groſs philoſophical Error, I de- 
clare, that I do not mean for the Spiritual 
Srbſtance of an Angel; for that (I well 
know) needs no Phyſick, of one Sort or 
other ; but for the Corporeal Vehicle 
which an Angel may chance to aſſume : 
Which Vehicle being rectified by the Gor, 
may, with leſs Trouble, be actuated by 
the Angel. 


SIR, I thought to have taken a longer 
View of the Excellency of the Noble Gout 
from this ſublime Afcent, which repreſents 
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it with its greateſt Advantage, the Advan- 
tage of being incurable : But alas! the vio- 
lent Paroxyſm which I have labour'd under 
for theſe Three ſhort Days and Nights 

tes: The Intenſements of my Pains con- 
erably remits ; and therefore I am forc'd 
to break off abruptly: For I am ſenſible, 
that no Man can do Honour to the Gowr 


a juſt and adequate Panegyrick, but he 
that at the Time of writing feels it in Ex- 
ity. 
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Rec:rds, Hiſlorians, Manuſcripts, and other Authori- 
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